
IV‐1

CHAPTER IV 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

SAFETEA‐LU PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT REQUIREMENTS

The March, 2007 metropolitan transportation planning rules and regulations that implemented SAFETEA‐LU

continued the provisions contained in the ISTEA and TEA‐21 legislation that proceeded it.  However, SAFETEA‐

LU expanded upon the process of the prior legislation in many respects relative to the participation of the public

and other interested parties in the transportation planning process.  Specifically: 

“The MPO shall develop and use a documented participation plan that defines a process for providing

citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of public transportation employees, freight shippers,

providers of freight transportation services, private providers of transportation, representatives of users of

pedestrian walkways  and  bicycle  transportation  facilities,  representatives  of  the  disabled,  and  other

interested parties with reasonable opportunities to be involved in the metropolitan transportation planning

process”.

The MAP‐21/FAST Act regulations continue with specific things that the MPO should include, or do, as part of

the public participation process.  These include:

• provide adequate public notice and time for public review

• provide timely notice and reasonable access to information

• employ visualization techniques for conveying information about Plans and TIPs

• make information available in electronically accessible formats/means

• hold public meetings at accessible places and times

• demonstrate consideration of comments received during public input for the Plan and the TIP

• seek out and consider the needs of the traditionally under‐served

• provide additional public input opportunities when plans or programs change significantly from the

versions originally offered for public comment

• coordinate with statewide transportation planning public involvement and consultation efforts

• periodically review effectiveness of the transportation participation plan

 

Throughout the BCATS’ long range plan update process, consideration was given to public participation so that

citizens, affected public agencies, transportation agency employees, private providers of transportation, and

other interested parties have had an opportunity to comment on the developing Transportation Plan.  As of July,

2014, BCATS updated its Transportation Participation Plan (TPP) to guide involvement of the public and other

interested parties.  The TPP outlines who will be notified of BCATS activities.  The listing of applicable interested

parties in the BCATS area is as follows:

• eight City of Battle Creek Neighborhood Planning Councils

• Urban League of Southwest Michigan

• Battle Creek NAACP

• The ARC

• Battle Creek Area Chamber of Commerce

• Battle Creek Unlimited (includes major employers in Fort

Custer Industrial Park)

• Community Action Agency

• Burnham Brook Senior Center

• Battle Creek Bicycle Club
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• all  area  schools  (intermediate  school  district  plus  5

districts, and charter and private schools)

• local taxi cab operators

• unions  for Battle Creek Transit drivers, mechanics  and

office staff

• W.K Kellogg Regional Airport

• Calhoun County Parks

• North Country Trail

• Disability Resource Center

• Norfolk Southern Railroad

• Canadian National Railroad

• City of Battle Creek Fire Department

• City of Battle Creek Police Department

• City of Springfield Public Safety

• City of Battle Creek Environmental Department

• Bedford Township Fire Department

• Leroy Township Fire Department

• Emmett Township Public Safety Department

• Calhoun County Sheriff Department

• Michigan State Police

• Calhoun County Human Services Department

• Calhoun County Senior Services

• Marian  Burch  Adult  Day  Care  Center/Calhoun  County

Medical Care Facility

• Calhoun County Work First

• Calhoun Soil Conservation District

• Battle Creek Calhoun County Visitor & Convention Bureau

• Battle Creek Health System

• Southwest Regional Rehabilitation Center

• Behnke, Inc. (trucking)

• Kellogg Corporation

• General Foods/Post

• Kellogg Community College

• Miller College

• Western Michigan University Kendall Center

• Western Michigan University College of Aviation

• Department of Defense Hart/Dole/Inouye Center

• Willard Public Library Central

• Willard Public Library Helen Warner Branch

• AAA Insurance Branch Office Battle Creek

The  TPP  also  provides  an  outline  for  participation  activity within  the  context  of  the  development  of  the

Transportation Plan, the TIP and for planning and corridor studies. 

Various means were used to seeking public input in the development of the 2040 Metropolitan Transportation

Plan.  BCATS’ periodic newsletter, “The Signal”, promotes the planning process and the opportunity for public

input.  Since this was a minor update of the Plan completed in 2011, a full‐fledged general opinion survey (such

as was conducted for the 2030 Plan) was not deemed necessary at this time.

Copies of the newsletters published in June 2015, January 2016, and September 2016, that each had information

about the 2040 Plan development, are  included at the end of this chapter.   BCATS also makes copies of  its

newsletter  informational pieces available  to  the  local units of government and  the  local  libraries  for public

distribution. 

On  November  10,  2016  BCATS  published  a  formal  notice  of  “request  for  comments”  on  the  draft

2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  This update did not require air quality conformity analysis, nor a notice

regarding this type of analysis, such as was required with the last Plan update.  This is due to the fact that the

Battle Creek Metropolitan Statistical Area is currently categorized by the U.S. EPA as “in attainment” for ozone

in  the  realm of air quality.   The  formal notice about  the Plan was published  in  the general circulation daily

newspaper, the Battle Creek Enquirer.  The public notice listed the dates of the BCATS’ Committee meetings in

November, 2016 as opportunities to comment as well.  Following is the text of the notice:

THE BATTLE CREEK AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (BCATS) HEREBY GIVES NOTICE of opportunity for public involvement in the
first amendment to its current Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for fiscal years (FYs) 2017-2020 (10/1/16–9/30/20), and in
adoption of its 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)  for the BCATS’ area, comprised of the Cities of Battle Creek & Springfield,
and the townships of Bedford, Pennfield, Emmett, Newton, & Leroy.  The Plan identifies future transportation (including transit & non-
motorized transportation) needs & appropriate projects for 2017–2040.   The proposed TIP amendment includes the following:   1) adding
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a Michigan Dept of Transportation (MDOT) 2017 asphalt crack treatment on parts of M-66 (Division), I-94BL (Columbia), & I-94BL (Dickman),
total ~2.7 miles.  Total cost ~$59,000, 81.85% Fed Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds, 18.15% State Michigan Betterment (M)
funds;  2) deleting replacement of two large heavy duty, low floor, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) fully equipped buses for Battle Creek
Transit’s fixed-route service, one in 2016 ($425,000) & one in 2017 ($433,500), given Federal Transit Administration (FTA) policy to not allow
FTA Sec 5339(b) discretionary projects in TIP until funding is officially awarded;  3) deleting a 2017 project of Community Action to replace
two small light duty vans, with FY17 FTA Sec 5310 "Enhanced Mobility of Seniors & Individuals with Disabilities" funds, as $91,000 project
fully funded in FY16;  4) adding MDOT’s 2017 preliminary engineering & construction to add a 0.10 mile right turn lane on the M-66
southbound approach to Glenn Cross Rd.  Total cost $131,284, funded 81.85% Fed Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) funds,
18.15% State M funds; and  5) adding 2017 MDOT right-of-way (ROW) work with State M funds: $15,000 for ROW related to the 2018 $1.5M
resurfacing of M-66 (Capital Ave NE) from Capital Ave/Division St intersection northward to Frey Dr, and $25,000 for ROW related to  the
2019 $3.4M construction to replace the M-311 (11 Mile/Wheatfield Rd) bridge over the Kalamazoo River & rehabilitate approaches.  Details
of the above listed projects, and of administrative modifications that may be presented with the TIP amendment, can be provided upon
request.  Additional TIP & amendment information is available online at www.bcatsmpo.org.  Draft chapters of the 2040 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan, as Adobe "pdf" files, are being posted online at www.bcatsmpo.org as completed, with the intent of the full draft Plan
document being available by November 16, 2016 for review online, or paper copy upon request.  Discussion & action regarding both the
TIP amendment and the 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan will be conducted at the regular meetings of BCATS’ Technical Committee
(Wednesday, 11/16/16) & Policy Committee (Wednesday, 11/30/16).  Both meetings begin at 1:30 pm in the Council Chambers of Springfield
City Hall at 601 Avenue A.  Public comment on either item is encouraged before or at those meetings; BCATS' regular meetings are open
to the public.  Comments will be accepted up to Policy Committee action on 11/30/16.  Direct questions and/or comments to:  BCATS,
601 Avenue A, Springfield, MI  49037; ph 269/963-1158, fax 269/963-4951, e-mail bcats@bcatsmpo.org.

A copy of the newspaper page containing the notice  is  included on the following page.   BCATS made draft

material of the Plan document available to the public for review on its website as pdf documents at the time the

public notice was published.  No comments were received as a result of the public notice.
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REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS
THE BATTLE CREEK AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (BCATS) HEREBY GIVES NOTICE of
opportunity for public involvement in the first amendment to its current Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) for fiscal years (FYs) 2017-2020 (10/1/16–9/30/20), and in
adoption of its 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for the BCATS’ area, comprised
of the Cities of Battle Creek & Springfield, and the townships of Bedford, Pennfield, Emmett,
Newton, & Leroy. The Plan identifies future transportation (including transit & non-motorized
transportation) needs & appropriate projects for 2017–2040. The proposed TIP amendment
includes the following: 1) adding a Michigan Dept of Transportation (MDOT) 2017 asphalt crack
treatment onparts ofM-66 (Division), I-94BL (Columbia), & I-94BL (Dickman), total ~2.7miles. Total
cost ~$59,000, 81.85%Fed Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds, 18.15%StateMichigan
Betterment (M) funds; 2) deleting replacement of two large heavy duty, low floor, Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) fully equipped buses for Battle Creek Transit’s fixed-route service, one
in 2016 ($425,000) & one in 2017 ($433,500), given Federal Transit Administration (FTA) policy
to not allow FTA Sec 5339(b) discretionary projects in TIP until funding is officially awarded;
3) deleting a 2017 project of Community Action to replace two small light duty vans, with FY17
FTA Sec 5310 “Enhanced Mobility of Seniors & Individuals with Disabilities” funds, as $91,000
project fully funded in FY16; 4) adding MDOT’s 2017 preliminary engineering & construction
to add a 0.10 mile right turn lane on the M-66 southbound approach to Glenn Cross Rd. Total
cost $131,284, funded 81.85% Fed Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) funds, 18.15%
State M funds; and 5) adding 2017 MDOT right-of-way (ROW) work with State M funds: $15,000
for ROW related to the 2018 $1.5M resurfacing of M-66 (Capital Ave NE) from Capital Ave/
Division St intersection northward to Frey Dr, and $25,000 for ROW related to the 2019 $3.4M
construction to replace the M-311 (11 Mile/Wheatfield Rd) bridge over the Kalamazoo
River & rehabilitate approaches. Details of the above listed projects, and of administrative
modifications that may be presented with the TIP amendment, can be provided upon
request. Additional TIP & amendment information is available online at www.bcatsmpo.org. Draft
chapters of the 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan, as Adobe “pdf” files, are being posted
online at www.bcatsmpo.org as completed, with the intent of the full draft Plan document being
available by November 16, 2016 for review online, or paper copy upon request. Discussion &
action regarding both the TIP amendment and the 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan will
be conducted at the regular meetings of BCATS’ Technical Committee (Wednesday, 11/16/16) &
Policy Committee (Wednesday, 11/30/16). Both meetings begin at 1:30 pm in the Council
Chambers of Springfield City Hall at 601 Avenue A. Public comment on either item
is encouraged before or at those meetings; BCATS’ regular meetings are open to the
public Comments will be accepted up to Policy Committee action on 11/30/16. Direct
questions and/or comments to: BCATS, 601 Avenue A, Springfield, MI 49037; ph 269/963-1158,
fax 269/963-4951, e-mail bcats@bcatsmpo.org.

A least seven people were killed
Wednesday when a two-car tram
jumped the rails on a sharp curve in
south London and rolled on its side, ac-
cording to British rail investigators
and media reports.

The Rail Accident Investigation
Branch said the tram was negotiating a
“sharp, left-hand curve with a speed
limit of 12 mph” when it tipped over.

“The derailment occurred on the
curve and initial indications suggest
that the tram was traveling at a signifi-
cantly higher speed than is permitted,”
the RAIB said in a statement.

Police said more than 50 people
were injured in the accident that oc-
curred next to an underpass in the
Croydon area. Emergency workers la-
bored for hours to free five people
trapped in the wreckage.

Authorities arrested the 42-year-old
driver of the London Tramlink two-car
vehicle, according to Sky News.

Martin Bamford, 30, a passenger,
said the train sped up and “everyone
just literally went flying,” the Associat-
ed Press reported.

“There was a woman that was on top
of me … I don’t think she made it at all,”
Bamford said outside Croydon Univer-
sity Hospital, where he was treated for
rib injuries. “She wasn’t responsive.
There was blood everywhere.” 

Bamford said the driver told him
that “he thinks he blacked out.”

The British capital’s only tram net-
work operates in the southern end of
the city, serving 27 million passengers
in the past year.

At least 7 die
in London
tram crash
DOUG STANGLIN
USA TODAY

RAIB VIA AP

Seven people were killed and more than 50
injured when a tram derailed in south
London during a rainstorm, police said. 

MOSCOW - World leaders struggled
Wednesday to come to grips with a new
reality — Donald Trump will be the
next U.S. president — and an as yet un-
answerable question: How many of his
campaign pledges will he actually act
on?

The remarkable triumph of the po-
litically untested businessman was
welcomed in some countries, such as
Russia, while in others it was a major
shock.

When Trump takes office in Janu-
ary, world leaders will confront a man
whose stated views represent a sharp
break with U.S. foreign policy ortho-
doxy. He has cozied up to Russian
President Vladimir Putin, warned
stunned NATO allies they may have to
pay for their own protection, floated a
ban on Muslims entering the U.S. and
vowed to make the Mexican govern-
ment finance a multibillion-dollar bor-
der wall.

These changes, and others, have the
potential to radically remake U.S. pol-
icy — a prospect that has given stabil-
ity-loving partners the jitters.

Trump’s victory was hailed in Rus-
sia, which has taken an increasingly ag-
gressive stance toward the West in re-
cent months. Putin sent Trump a con-
gratulatory telegram Wednesday and
made a televised statement expressing
the hope that frayed U.S.-Russian rela-
tions could be put back on track.

“We are aware that it is a difficult
path, in view of the unfortunate degra-
dation of relations between the Russian
Federation and the United States,” the
Russian leader said, adding: “It is not
our fault that Russian-American rela-
tions are in such a state.”

Russia became a focal point during
the presidential campaign, with gov-
ernment officials and Hillary Clinton
supporters suggesting Moscow was in-
volved in hacking her campaign’s
emails. Trump raised eyebrows when
he expressed admiration for Putin and
his tough leadership style, and some
Clinton backers questioned Trump’s
business dealings with Russia.

There is anxiety in Europe among al-
lies who are waiting to see if Trump fol-
lows through on suggestions the U.S. will
look at whether they have paid their
proper share to fund NATO in consider-
ing whether to come to their defense.

That rhetoric has challenged the stra-
tegic underpinning of the NATO alliance
— in which an attack on one NATO nation
is considered an attack on all — at a time
when Russia has been confrontational.

“As a candidate, Trump called into
question NATO and trade agreements,
and reached out to Moscow,” said Danie-
la Schwarzer, an expert on trans-Atlantic
relations at the German Council on For-
eign Relations.

“Even if President Trump doesn’t im-
plement everything,” Schwarzer said,
“Germany and Europe can’t rely on the
trans-Atlantic partnership as usual, and
will have to stand up for Western values
themselves.”

Trump’s win also caused trepidation
in Mexico, where his remarks calling
Mexican immigrants criminals and rap-
ists were a deep insult to national pride.

Trump has suggested slapping a
35 percent tax on automobiles and auto
parts made by U.S. companies in Mexico,
and financial analysts have predicted a
Trump win will threaten billions of dol-
lars in cross-border trade.

Trump’s victory is “as close to a na-

tional emergency as Mexico has faced in
many decades,” Mexican analyst Alejan-
dro Hope said.

It also caused concern in Cuba, over
Trump’s threat to roll back President Ba-
rack Obama’s normalization of relations
unless Cuban President Raul Castro
agrees to more political freedoms.

“If he reverses it, it hurts us,” taxi
driver Oriel Iglesias Garcia said. “You
know tourism will go down.”

Trump’s electoral triumph was also
felt strongly in the Middle East. One ma-
jor concern is Trump’s vehement opposi-
tion to the agreement between Iran and
world powers under which Iran has
curbed its nuclear program in exchange
for a gradual lifting of international
sanctions.

In Iran, leaders emphasized the need
to keep the agreement on track despite
Trump’s victory. The deal “cannot be
overturned by a single government,”
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said.

Israel’s leader, Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu, indicated a high com-
fort level with the next president, hailing
Trump as a “true friend of the state of Is-
rael.”

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi
also congratulated Trump and expressed
hope the “world and the United States
will continue to support Iraq in fighting
terrorism.”

Trump win elicits fears,
some cheers around globe
Russians happy; Cubans,
Mexicans worried
JIM HEINTZ AND GREGORY KATZ
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALEXEI DRUZHININ/

SPUTNIK, KREMLIN

POOL PHOTO VIA

AP

Russian
President
Vladimir Putin
congratulated
U.S.
President-elect
Donald Trump
on Wednesday
and expressed
hope that
U.S.-Russian
relations would
improve.

MATT DUNHAM/AP

A woman takes part in a protest against President-elect Donald Trump winning the American
election Wednesday in London.



BCATS 
601 Avenue A, Springfield, MI 49037  (269) 963-1158   fax: (269) 963-4951 

e-mail: bcats@bcatsmpo.org     website: www.bcatsmpo.org 

The Signal 
Special Edition! 

Public Input is wel-
comed during the Plan 

Update Process 

The Battle Creek Area Transportation Study (BCATS) is 
working on the update process for its long range planning docu-
ment that will outline future transportation improvements in the 
BCATS area.  The current Plan has a horizon of 2035, the update 
of the Plan will take that horizon year to 2040.  The Plan takes a 
20-year-plus look at areas for improvement.  Some projects re-
quire many advance years of planning, design, right-of-way pur-
chase, and/or environmental work before they can actually be 
implemented.  

Step 1:  Review Goals and Objectives for the Plan to make 
sure that the goals from the current Plan are still providing the 
right direction (see back of this sheet) 

Step 2:  Use existing data about traffic counts, location of 
housing and employment, along with information about planned 
future residential, commercial and industrial development, to de-
velop projections of future traffic levels - and places for future 
congestion on the roadways—this process is underway. 

Step 3:  Evaluate needs for: safety improvements (such as 
intersection changes, traffic signal upgrades, signs, guardrail, 
etc.); transit; non-motorized; pedestrian; rail crossings; bridges; 
and freight movement. 

Step 4:  Using computer modeling software, look at the ef-
fect of alternative future improvements on the operation of the 
transportation system. 

Step 5:  Select a set of improvements that provides the 
most effective solution for future needs, while also not negatively 
impacting air quality, the physical environment, or the communi-
ty, while staying within estimates of future transportation fund-
ing.   

  

Long Range Transportation Plan being Updated    

  

The purpose of this 
newsletter is to provide 
the public with infor-
mation regarding the 
activities of the Battle 
Creek Area Transporta-
tion Study (BCATS).  
BCATS’ newsletters may 
also include other local, 
regional, state, and na-
tional news affecting 
transportation in the Bat-
tle Creek area.  The pub-
lic is encouraged to con-
tact BCATS at the above 
address or telephone 
(269) 963-1158, fax 
(269) 963-4951 or e-
mail:  bcatmpo@aol.com 
concerning issues in The 
Signal  or other transpor-
tation matters. 

June, 2015 



Goal #1: Safety - to minimize the loss of life, injuries, and property damage resulting 

from travel on all modes within the BCATS area 

Goal #2: Accessibility - to provide all travelers in the community with reasonable access 

to important destinations such as:  residence, employment, recreation, community facilities,  

and commercial centers 

Goal #3: Preservation - to preserve the investment in the area’s transportation system 

Goal #4: Efficiency - to achieve maximum efficiency, utilization, and performance from 

the transportation system 

Goal #5: Financial - to minimize the financial costs of the transportation system to trav-

elers and the community as a whole 

Goal #6: Comprehensive Planning - to coordinate the planning and development of 

transportation facilities within the metropolitan area and in coordination with countywide 

and statewide planning efforts 

Goal #7: Public Involvement - to provide for public involvement in the planning and de-

velopment of transportation facilities and services 

Goal #8: Environmental Impact - to avoid disrupting social and economic life or creating 

a less attractive or less healthy living environment for Battle Creek area residents due to un-

intended harmful effects of transportation on the immediate and global environment   

Goal #9: Community Impact - to avoid and reduce conflicts between transportation facil-

ities and land use.   

Overview 

These goals are being reviewed in consideration of:  the requirements of the federal regula-

tions (MAP-21) and rules which prescribe the development of the long range transportation 

plan; prior BCATS plans; Michigan Department of Transportation plans; the State Strategic 

Highway Safety Plan; and others. 

 

If your organization has any future plans, programs or projects which may impact transpor-

tation needs or the transportation system in the greater Battle Creek area, please forward 

that information to BCATS as soon as possible for consideration in the long range plan devel-

opment process.  

 

Please provide BCATS with any comments you may have on these goals, or any organi-

zation plans you may have, by contacting staff at: bcats@bcatsmpo.org or (269) 963-

1158 or at BCATS 2040 Plan, 601 Avenue A, Springfield, MI 49037    

Long Range Plan Goals and Objectives  
BCATS 



 The Battle Creek Area Transportation Study (BCATS) is moving forward with the updating of its 

 20-year long range transportation plan.  The current plan, approved in 2011, has a horizon year of 2035.  

The updated plan will have a horizon year of 2040.  The 2040 Plan is a minor update to the 2035 Plan.  

The Plan includes anticipated and expected improvements to the roads, transit, bicycle and pedestrian 

facilities, safety related projects (such as traffic signal upgrades), and other transportation related areas.  

BCATS has looked at the Plan’s goals and objectives, developed projections of future population, em-

ployment, and traffic levels, and is determining what levels of funding may be available to address future 

transportation needs.  The development of a final 2040 Plan document over the next several months will 

complete the update process.    

 The BCATS Policy Committee reaffirmed, with only minor changes, the goals to guide the 

 development of the long range plan update, as follows: 

1.  Safety - to minimize the loss of life, injuries, and property damage resulting from travel on all 

modes within the BCATS area. 

2.  Accessibility - to provide all travelers in the community with reasonable access to important 

destinations such as:  residence, employment, recreation, community facilities, and commercial 

centers 

3. Preservation - to preserve the investment in the area’s transportation system 

4.  Efficiency - to achieve maximum efficiency, utilization, and performance from the transporta-

tion system 

5.  Financial - to minimize the financial costs of the transportation system to travelers and the 

community as a whole 

 6.  Comprehensive Planning - to coordinate the planning and development of transportation  

 facilities within the metropolitan area and in conjunction with countywide and statewide planning 

 efforts 

7.  Public Involvement - to provide for public involvement in the planning and development of 

transportation facilities and services 

8.  Environmental Mitigation - to avoid disrupting social and economic life or creating a less 

attractive or less healthy living environment for Battle Creek residents due to unintended harmful 

effects of transportation on the immediate and global environment 

9. Community Impact - to avoid and reduce conflicts between transportation facilities and land 

use.  

 

Since the last Plan update was adopted in 2011, almost all of the 2011-2013 projects that were 

identified in the Plan have been implemented.  This includes road, transit, non-motorized, bridge 

and safety projects in the BCATS area.  During those years, a total of approximately $25.5 mil-

lion in federal funding, which was matched with state and local funding, was committed to pro-

jects within the metropolitan area (see the annual “Obligated Projects Report” for each year on 

the BCATS’ website). 

BCATS Provides Update on 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan     

Battle Creek Area Transportation Study (BCATS) 

The purpose of this 
newsletter is to pro-
vide the public with 
information regard-
ing the activities of 
the Battle Creek Ar-
ea Transportation 
Study (BCATS).  The 
public is encouraged 
to contact BCATS at 
the above address 
or telephone (269) 
963-1158, fax (269) 
963-4951 or e-mail:  
bcats@bcatsmpo.org 
concerning issues in 
The Signal  or other 
transportation mat-
ters. 

BCATS 601 Avenue A, Springfield, MI 49037  (269) 963-1158 
fax (269) 963-4951  e-mail:  bcats@bcatsmpo.org 

website:  www.bcatsmpo.org 

“The Signal” BCATS 2040  
Transportation Plan 

Public input is wel-
comed in the devel-

opment of the 
 updated 2040 Plan.  
CHECK OUT THE 

BCATS  
WEBSITE: www. 
bcatsmpo.org for  

further information. 

Remember:  All BCATS Committee 
meetings are open to the public.  
Contact the staff office for details.      February, 2016 



Remaining Schedule for Development of the 2040 Transportation Plan  
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 This process for developing a minor update to the BCATS transportation plan has extended over the 
past year or more.  Since conditions in the BCATS area have not changed dramatically, this update did not 
involve a total “start from scratch” process for the Plan update.  Information was updated as needed, and the 
new federal requirements associated with Plan updates (that have still not been finalized and released at the 
federal level) could be anticipated, but were not able to be incorporated into the preparation of this update.  
The list of projects will not undergo an assessment related to air quality impacts at this time, due to Calhoun 
County’s current air quality status with the Environmental Protection Agency.  Local approval of the final 2040 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan is expected later this year.  The BCATS Technical and Policy Committees 
meet the second and fourth Wednesday’s, respectively of each month in the Council Chambers at the City of 
Springfield City Hall, 601 Avenue A, Springfield, MI at1:30p.m. and those meetings are open to the public. 

2040 Plan - Proposed Projects  

Reminder:  Public input is welcomed in the de-
velopment of the updated Plan document.  Please 
contact the BCATS office for further details (269) 
963-1158 or email:  bcats@bcatsmpo.org BCATS 

Feb. 

2016 

Aug. - 
Sept. 
2016 

The Major Road, Transit, Non-Motorized, and Other Projects included in the proposed listing for the 2040 

Transportation Plan update at the present time are as follows: 
2017 - Beckley Road/B Drive N (from M-66 eastward to 6 1/2 Mile Rd. - resurface and potential intersection projects along corridor) 

Calhoun County Trailway Phase 1/Segment 1 (new multi-use trailway in Emmett Township in area of the Ott Preserve)  

            20th Street Bridge over the Kalamazoo River (rehabilitation)  

 20th Street (from Goguac St. to Columbia Ave. - resurface)  

Capital Avenue SW (from Fairfield to Weeks and Cascade to Rebecca - resurface) 

          Helmer Road (from Beckley Rd. to Gethings Rd. - resurface)  

 North Avenue (from Capital Ave. NE to Roosevelt Ave. - resurface) 

 Two 10-Passenger Transit Vans (replacement) 

 I-94 Interchange at  11 Mile Rd. (modify lanes for turning traffic and complete modifications to one ramp) 

 M-37 (from Creekview Dr. to north County line - resurface)  

2018 -  B Drive N (from 8 1/2 Mile Rd. to 11 Mile Rd. - resurface) 

 Capital Avenue SW Phase 2  (from Weeks south to Cascade - resurface) 

 Jackson/Stringham (from Bedford Rd west and north to M-89/Michigan Ave. - resurface 

 20th Street/I-94 BL (W. Dickman Road) Intersection (redesign and reconstruct intersection, upgrade signals)   

 I-94BL/M-96/E. Michigan Ave. (from M-311/11 Mile Road to Wattles Road) (widen for 1/2 Mile west of M-311, resurface and restripe 

 entire length for 3 lanes to tie into 3 lanes at either end of segment)         

2019 - B Drive S (from 8 1/2 Mile Rd. east to 12 Mile Rd. - resurface)   

 Beckley Road (from Minges east to M-66 - resurface) 

 One 10-Passenger Transit Van - (replacement) 

 Farebox System Upgrade (update and upgrade transit farebox system) 

 Goguac Street (from Helmer Rd. east to Carl Ave. - resurface) 

 I-94/I-194 Intelligent Transportation System Message Signs (installation in Calhoun County along interstates) 

 Upton Avenue/Avenue A (Upton from Avenue A east to City limits and Avenue A from 20th St. east to Upton - resurface) 

2020 -     I-94 Rest Area (eastbound rest area just west of Capital Ave. SW - total rebuild of rest area) 

 6 1/2 Mile Road (from Christian Drive to G Drive N - resurface) 

 Raymond Road (from Verona Rd. to Golden Ave. - resurface) 

 Territorial Road and Evergreen Road (from Helmer Rd. to 20th St. + Avenue A to Harmonia Rd. - resurface) 

2021 -  Transit Radio System, Computer System Upgrades (updates and upgrades to transit facilities)   

     I-94 BL (W. Columbia Ave/Skyline Dr.) (from I-94 to Columbia Ave. - resurface and minor widening)  

 -     Glen Cross Road Extension NEW FACILITY (from M-66 eastward and then northward to B Drive N - new 3-lane road) 

 - Morgan Road Extension and Bridge NEW FACILITY (from east of M-66 to Bellevue Road at N Drive N. - construct  

 new 2-lane road segment with paved shoulders, and a bridge over the Battle Creek River and the railroad tracks) 

 - Verona Road (from McAllister to Wattles - add continuous center left-turn lane and resurface) 

2017-2040  Numerous transit projects to replace transit vehicles and equipment as they are eligible for replacement 

2017-2040  Selected MDOT Bridges along I-94 to relieve construction/incident capacity and re-routing issues (reconstruction/rehabilitation) 



 TThe Battle Creek Area Transportation Study (BCATS) is moving ahead with the updating of its 

 20-year long range transportation plan.  The current plan, approved in 2011, has a horizon year of 2035.  

The updated plan will have a horizon year of 2040.  The 2040 Plan is a minor update of the 2035 Plan.  

The Plan includes forecasted improvements to federal-aid eligible roads, transit, bicycle and pedestrian 

facilities, safety related projects (such as traffic signal upgrades), and other transportation related areas, 

all within the limits of reasonably expected revenues.  BCATS has gone through a process of reaffirming 

goals and objectives, developing projections of future population, employment, and traffic levels, and de-

termining what levels of funding may be available to address future transportation needs.  The comple-

tion of the 2040 Plan document over the next couple of months will conclude this minor update process.    

  

The Goals guiding development of the long range plan update include: 

1.  Safety - to minimize the loss of life, injuries, and property damage resulting from travel on all 

modes within the BCATS area. 

2.  Accessibility - to provide all travelers in the community with reasonable access to important 

destinations such as:  residence, employment, recreation, community facilities, and commercial 

centers 

3. Preservation - to preserve the investment in the area’s transportation system 

4.  Efficiency - to achieve maximum efficiency, utilization, and performance from the transporta-

tion system 

5.  Financial - to minimize the financial costs of the transportation system to travelers and the 

community as a whole 

 6.  Comprehensive Planning - to coordinate the planning and development of transportation 
 facilities within the metropolitan area and in conjunction with countywide and statewide planning 
 efforts 

7.  Public Involvement - to provide for public involvement in the planning and development of 

transportation facilities and services 

8.  Environmental Mitigation - to avoid disrupting social and economic life or creating a less 

attractive or less healthy living environment for Battle Creek residents due to unintended harmful 

effects of transportation on the immediate and global environment 

9.   Community Impact - to avoid and reduce conflicts between transportation facilities and land 

use.  

 

Since the last Plan update was adopted in 2011, almost all of the 2011-2015 projects that were 

identified in the Plan have been implemented.  This includes road, transit, non-motorized, bridge 

and safety projects in the BCATS area.  During those years, a total of approximately $51.4 mil-

lion in federal funding, which was matched with state and local funding, was committed to pro-

jects within the metropolitan area.   One major project not completed was the Glen Cross Road 

Extension, as it has been determined that the right-of-way to connect the extension to B Drive 

North will not be available within the foreseeable future. 

BCATS Provides Update on 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan      

Battle Creek Area Transportation Study (BCATS) 
The Newsletter of 
the Battle Creek 

Area Transportation 

The purpose of this 
newsletter is to pro-
vide the public with 
information regard-
ing the activities of 
the Battle Creek 
Area Transportation 
Study (BCATS).  The 
public is encouraged 
to contact BCATS at 
the above address 
or telephone (269) 
963-1158, fax (269) 
963-4951 or e-mail:  
bcats@bcatsmpo.org 
concerning issues in 
The Signal  or other 
transportation mat-
ters. 

BCATS 601 Avenue A, Springfield, MI 49037  (269) 963-1158 
fax (269) 963-4951  e-mail:  bcats@bcatsmpo.org 

web: www.bcatsmpo.org 

“The Signal”  
BCATS 2040 Transportation Plan 

Public input is 
welcomed 
throughout the 
development of 
the 2040 Plan.  
CHECK OUT 
THE BCATS    
WEBSITE AT:  
www. bcats-
mpo.org  

Remember:  All BCATS Committee 
meetings are open to the public.  
Contact the staff office for details.      September, 2016 
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This process for developing a minor update to the BCATS Transportation Plan has extended over the past year.  Since 
conditions in the BCATS area have not changed dramatically, this update did not involve a total “start from scratch” proc-
ess for the Plan update.  Information was updated as needed.  In addition, new federal requirements associated with Plan 
updates (as a result of the MAP-21 and FAST Act legislation) were not finalized in time for incorporation into the prepara-
tion of this current update.  At present, the list of projects will not have to undergo an assessment related to air quality im-
pacts.  This may change in another year when new air quality designations are finalized by the Environmental Protection 
Agency.  Local approval of the final 2040 Transportation Plan update is scheduled for November 30, 2016.  The BCATS 
Technical and Policy Committees will meet at 1:30pm on November 16th and November 30th, respectively, in November.  
The meetings are held in the Council Chambers at the City of Springfield City Hall, 601 Avenue A, Springfield, MI. 

2040 Plan - Proposed Projects  

Reminder:  Public input is welcomed in the de-
velopment of the updated Plan document.  Please 
contact the BCATS office for further details (269) 
963-1158 or email:  bcats@bcatsmpo.org BCATS 

Aug. 

2016 

Nov. 
2016 

The Major Road, Transit, Non-Motorized, and Other Projects included in the proposed listing for the 2040 

Transportation Plan update at the present time are as follows: 
2017 - B Drive S and Capital Ave., SW (from 3.5 Mile Road east to M-66 and .25 mile north and south of B Drive S, respectively - resurface) 

Wattles Road @ Verona Road Intersection (add dedicated turn lanes on westbound Verona and northbound Wattles)  

            Goguac Street, McCamly Street, Roosevelt Avenue ( a total of 1.4 miles on these three streets - resurfacing)  

 Propone Conversion/Retrofit of 18 Light-duty Vehicles (conversion of up to 18 light-duty vehicles to propane fuel use)  

Battle Creek Areawide Roadway Preventative Maintenance Program (capital preventative maintenance on selected area roadways) 

          Two Heavy-Duty Transit Buses for Fixed Route Service (replacement vehicles) 

 M-66 (from south of D Drive South north to north of Glen Cross Road - resurface)   

2018 -  East Avenue (from Roosevelt Avenue north to Morgan Road - resurface) 

 McAllister Road (from Verona Road north to N Drive North - resurface) 

 One Clean Diesel Dump Truck (replacement vehicle) 

 Helmer Road (from Gethings Road north to Columbia Avenue - resurface)   

 Capital Avenue @ Jackson Street Intersection (upgrade signals and interconnections) 

 Main Street (from Mary Street south to city limits and from Division Street south to Hamblin Avenue (resurface) 

 M-66 (Capital Avenue NE) ( from Capital Avenue/Division Street intersection north to Frey Drive - restore and rehabilitate) 

 One Heavy-Duty Transit Bus for Fixed Route Service (replacement vehicle)        

2019 - North Avenue (Pennfield Township) (from Halbert Road north to Calhoun County Line - resurface)   

 Elm Street (from Mary Street north to Michigan Avenue - resurface) 

 Glen Cross Road (from Capital Avenue east to M-66 - resurface) 

 One Heavy-Duty Transit Bus for Fixed Route Service - (replacement vehicle) 

 Capital Avenue SW @ Michigan Avenue Intersection (upgrade signals and interconnections) 

 North Avenue (City of Battle Creek) (from Roosevelt Avenue north to Coolidge Avenue - resurface) 

 M-311 (11 Mile Road) (from Newton Township south border north to I-94BL/Michigan Avenue - restore and rehabilitate) 

 M-311 Bridge over the Kalamazoo River (bridge replacement and rehabilitation of bridge approaches) 

2020 -     Cliff Street @ Raymond Road Intersection (modernize and upgrade of traffic signals, including adding video camera detection) 

 N Drive N (Gorsline Road) (from Bellevue Road east to 12 Mile Road - resurface) 

 Waubascon Road (from Morgan Road north to Halbert Road - resurface) 

 Capital Avenue SW (from south City of Battle Creek  limits north to Beckley Road - resurface) 

 Capital Avenue @ VanBuren Street Intersection (upgrade signals and interconnections) 

 Kendall  and Union Streets (from Dickman Road north to Michigan Avenue & Michigan Avenue north to VanBuren Street - resurface) 

  One Clean Diesel Dump Truck (replacement vehicle)   

     I-94 Westbound Entrance Ramp at 11 Mile Road (reconstruct loop ramp)  

 One Propane-fueled Small Bus/Van for Demand Response Service (replacement vehicle) 

2021 -  I-94/M-66 (bridge barrier railing replacement) 

2021-2040  Areawide Preventative Maintenance by local road agencies and the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

2026-2040  Numerous transit projects to replace transit vehicles and equipment as they are eligible for replacement 

2026-2040  Selected MDOT Bridges along I-94 to relieve construction/incident capacity and re-routing issues (reconstruction/rehabilitation) 


