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DID YOU KNOW?

of consumers now use online media to shop locally.

97%
HOW STRONG IS YOUR WEB PRESENCE?

SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING

Michigan.com’s DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES are designed to give your business 
the strongest digital presence possible. Together we will create a targeted digital 

marketing campaign and strategy that will drive results and increase your revenue.

Contact Shelley Guffey in
Battle Creek at 269.966.0574 or

sguffey@Michigan.com to fi nd out what 
Michigan.com can do for you!

of U.S. companies were able to link social media activity to
INCREASED REVENUE.41%
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REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS
THE BATTLE CREEK AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY(BCATS) HEREBY GIVES NOTICE of opportunity for 
public involvement in the 7th amendment to its Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for fi scal years 
(FYs) 2014-2017 (10/1/13–9/30/17). The proposed amendment includes the following:
1) increasing cost estimates for the City of Battle Creek’s FY15 resurfacing projects on Emmett St (by 
26% to $120,000) & Van Buren St (by 41% to $487,000). Each project previously fi nanced 80% thru 
Federal Surface Transportation Program (STP) Urban Local (STUL, for urban areas<200,000 population), 
& 20% from City of BC;Federal $ amounts maintained, added costs increase City shares to ~29%; 
2) adding a FY16 project for Community Inclusive Recreation (CIR) to add one new accessible van to its 
existing fl eet. Total estimated cost $53,000, fi nanced 80% thru Federal Transit Administration Section 
5310 capital program for “Enhanced Mobility of Seniors & Individuals with Disabilities”, & 20% thru 
State of Michigan Comprehensive Transportation Fund; 3) adding a FY16 Calhoun County Road Dept 
(CCRD) project to resurface & upgrade Custer Dr. from River Rd. northward to M-89 (Michigan Ave). Total 
estimated cost $200,000, fi nanced 80% thru State Category F Transportation Economic Development 
Fund, & 20% from CCRD; 4) moving the CCRD’s planned FY14 signal modernization project at the B Dr. N/
Beadle Lake Rd. intersection to FY15, & removing $39,145 of FY14 Federal STUL funds from project. Total 
estimated cost remains $170,000, fi nanced still with $100,000 of FY14 Federal Congestion Mitigation Air 
Quality (CMAQ) funds, & now with $70,000 from CCRD. Implementation postponed indefi nitely pending 
availability of CCRD funds; 5) moving the CCRD’s planned FY14 resurfacing projects on Golden Ave 
(G Dr. N) & Raymond Rd. to FY15, and increasing the total estimated costs for Golden Ave by ~59% 
to $850,000, & for Raymond Rd. by ~52% to $500,000. Each project previously fi nanced 80% thru 
FY14 Federal STUL, & 20% from CCRD; now to be funded 100% thru State “Priority Roads Investment 
Program” (PRIP) allocated by State legislature; 6) adding a FY15 Michigan Dept of Transportation (MDOT) 
project to install countdown pedestrian indicators at the M-96 intersection of Helmer Rd. & Columbia Ave. 
Total estimated cost $4,739, fi nanced 100% with Federal STP Safety funds; and 7) deleting the CCRD’s 
planned FY14 construction of the Glenn Cross Rd Extension (from M-66 eastward across 6 Mile Rd., then 
east+north to B Dr. N). Total estimated cost of $1.7M was to be fi nanced 100% thru the State PRIP. The 
designated PRIP funds have been re-directed to CCRD resurfacing projects on Golden Ave & Raymond Rd. 
in the BCATS’ area (item 5 above) and on 30 Mile Rd. from M-60 southward to N Dr. S. in Albion Township.
Details of the listed projects, and of any administrative modifi cations that may be presented with the 
amendment,can be provided upon request, or may be available online at www.bcatsmpo.org. Discussion 
& action regarding the proposed amendment will be conducted at the regular meetings of BCATS’ 
Technical Committee (3/11/15) & Policy Committee (3/25/15). Both meetings begin at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers of Springfi eld City Hall at 601 Avenue A. Public comment on the amendment is 
encouraged before or at those meetings; BCATS’ regular meetings are open to the public. Comments on 
the amendment will be accepted for 30 days following publication of this notice. Direct questions and/
or comments to: BCATS, 601 Avenue A, Springfi eld, MI 49037; ph: 269-963-1158, fax: 269-963-4951, 
e-mail bcats@bcatsmpo.org.

WASHINGTON — Benjamin Netanyahu
and U.S. officials cast their dispute over
Iran as a family squabble on Monday, but
the Israeli leader still claimed that Presi-
dent Barack Obama did not — and could
not — understand his nation’s vital secu-
rity concerns.

“American leaders worry about the
security of their country,” Netanyahu
said as he opened a controversial trip to
Washington. “Israeli leaders worry
about the survival of their country.”

Netanyahu’s remarks to a friendly
crowd at a pro-Israel lobby’s annual con-
ference amounted to a warm-up act for
his address to Congress Tuesday, an ap-
pearance orchestrated by Obama’s polit-
ical opponents and aimed squarely at un-
dermining the White House’s high-
stakes bid for a nuclear deal with Iran.

Netanyahu tried to paper over his per-
sonal differences with Obama, insisting
he was not in Washington to “disrespect”
the president and saying that any reports
of the demise of U.S.-Israel ties were
“not only premature, they’re just
wrong.”

Still, Netanyahu made clear that he
would not hold back in criticizing the
U.S.-led nuclear negotiations with Iran.

‘Dangerous neighborhood’
“I have a moral obligation to speak up

in the face of these dangers while there
is still time to avert them,” he told the
cheering crowd of 16,000 at the Ameri-
can Israel Public Affairs Committee
conference. He said Israel had a unique
understanding of the security concerns
posed by any Iranian pursuit of a nuclear
bomb because of its position in a “dan-
gerous neighborhood.”

As Netanyahu spoke, Secretary of
State John Kerry was in Switzerland
opening another round of talks with Iran,
as the parties try to cobble together a
framework agreement before an end-of-
March deadline. Obama views the pros-
pect of a nuclear accord with Iran as a
central component of his foreign policy
legacy — as much as Netanyahu views
blocking such a deal as a component of
his own.

Netanyahu has been wary of Obama’s
diplomatic pursuits with Iran from the
start, fearing the U.S. will leave Tehran
on the cusp of being able to build a bomb.
As the outlines of a deal have emerged
and the deadline has drawn near, his
criticism has become more forceful.

U.S. officials have reported progress
toward a prospective agreement that
would freeze Iran’s nuclear program for

at least 10 years but allow the Iranians to
slowly ramp up in later years. Netanya-
hu has said that framework suggests the
U.S. and its partners have “given up” on
stopping Iran from getting a bomb. In re-
sponse, Kerry has said America’s major
historic support of Israel suggests Wash-
ington deserves the benefit of the doubt.

Rift deepens
While Obama and Netanyahu have

never gotten along personally, the rift
over Iran has sunk their relationship to a
new low. The White House has criticized
the prime minister’s address to Con-
gress as a breach of diplomatic protocol.

Obama has no plan to meet with Net-
anyahu this week, citing Israel’s March
17 elections and longstanding U.S. policy
to avoid appearing to play favorites in
foreign voting.

Netanyahu’s remarks at AIPAC were
bracketed by speeches from a pair of
senior U.S. officials: U.N. Ambassador
Samantha Power and National Security
Adviser Susan Rice.

Power, softening the recent harsh
tone, spoke warmly of U.S.-Israeli ties,
saying the relationship was rooted in
“shared fundamental values” and
“should never be politicized.” She high-
lighted the billions of dollars in military
assistance Washington delivers as well
as the constant defense the U.S. provides
Israel at the United Nations.

On Iran, Power said the U.S. shares Is-
rael’s commitment to preventing Tehran
from obtaining a nuclear weapon. While
Obama prefers to achieve that goal
through diplomacy, she suggested he
would be willing to take more muscular
steps if necessary.

Netanyahu criticizes Iran deal, touts US-Israel ties
‘I have a moral obligation
to speak up,’ he says in
speech to pro-Israel lobby 
JULIE PACE AND ARON HELLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks Monday at the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee Policy Conference in Washington.

OMAHA, Neb. — A federal judge
blocked Nebraska’s gay marriage ban
Monday, but the decision will not take ef-
fect for a week and the attorney gener-
al’s office immediately appealed to the
8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

The American Civil Liberties Union
of Nebraska sued the state in November
on behalf of seven same-sex couples
challenging the ban, which passed with
the approval of 70 percent of voters in
2000. In addition to prohibiting gay mar-
riage, the ban also forbids civil unions
and legalized domestic partnerships.

The ban means same-sex couples
miss out on medical and financial bene-
fits available to heterosexual married
couples, U.S. District Judge Joseph Ba-
taillon said as he issued the injunction.

Bataillon rejected the state’s argu-
ment that the ban reflects the will of a
majority of voters and promotes family
stability. 

Bataillon previously struck down
Nebraska’s gay marriage ban in 2005,
saying it violated the constitutional
rights of gays and lesbians. An 8th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals panel reinstat-
ed the ban in 2006.

According to the court’s online rec-
ords, the Nebraska attorney general’s
office filed an appeal immediately af-
ter Bataillon issued the injunction. 

Gov. Pete Ricketts, a Republican,
said the majority of Nebraskans voted
for the constitutional amendment.
“The definition of marriage is an issue
for the people of Nebraska, and an ac-
tivist judge should not substitute his
personal political preferences for the
will of the people,” Ricketts said.

US judge blocks gay marriage ban in
Nebraska; state quickly files appeal
MARGERY BECK AND GRANT SCHULTE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

At a time when measles is making a
dramatic comeback, a new study finds
that more than 70 percent of children’s
doctors have agreed to delay vaccines
due to requests from parents, even
though most believe this puts children at
risk.

The study highlights enormous pres-
sures faced by pediatricians, who have
only about 18 minutes per clinic visit to
persuade parents to vaccinate their chil-
dren, as well as perform physical exams
and discuss critical issues such as sleep
and nutrition. Doctors say they’re now
spending about half of their time with pa-
tients discussing vaccines, according a
study out Monday in Pediatrics. One in
five doctors say more than 10 percent of
parents asked to delay vaccines.

A growing number of parents are
skipping selected vaccines or delaying
others, sometimes due to misplaced con-
cerns that immunizations cause autism,
a notion debunked in dozens of studies.
Some parents worry children get “too
many vaccines, too soon,” leading them
to ask their doctors to space out child-
hood shots, rather than administer sev-
eral at once.

Doctors often agree to delay vaccines
to maintain trust with parents or to avoid
parents leaving the practice, according
to the study, led by researchers at Chil-
dren’s Hospital Colorado in Aurora, Col-
orado.

About 9 percent of pediatricians and
2 percent of family physicians say they
always or sometimes dismiss families
from their practice if parents want to
skip or delay vaccines, the study says.
The American Academy of Pediatrics
says doctors shouldn’t “fire” families
who refuse vaccines, because it’s impor-
tant to continue trying to persuade them.

Although studies show there’s no in-

creased risk to giving multiple shots at
once, parents who choose to delay vac-
cines are clearly leaving their children
vulnerable, said Paul Offit, director of
infectious diseases at Children’s Hospi-
tal of Philadelphia, who wasn’t involved
in the new study.

Surveys show support for vaccines is
usually strongest among older people,
who remember seeing children crippled
by polio or killed by measles. 

Surveys show vaccination rates have
risen since the outbreak of measles. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, 154 people have
been diagnosed with measles this year,
including 118 linked to Disneyland. Most
patients have been unvaccinated.

Measles can cause severe complica-
tions, with one or two children dying for
every 1,000 people infected, according to
the CDC.

Offit said fear of an outbreak may be
the only thing that really resonates with
vaccine-hesitant parents.

“People are compelled by fear more
than anything,” Offit said. “The threat of
the disease didn’t scare them. The dis-
ease scares them.”

Study: 70% of pediatricians
agree to delay for vaccines
LIZ SZABO
USA TODAY 

AP

A pediatrician uses a syringe to give a
1-year-old the measles-mumps-rubella vaccine
in Northridge, Calif. 
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