
BATTLE CREEK AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY
Policy Committee

Minutes of November 30, 2016 Meeting

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  Steve Buller, Harry Burdett, Mark Dionise, Steve Frisbie, Adam Heikkila,
Angela Kline, John Lanum,  Dave Morgan, Deb Owens, and Donna Hutchison (for Rich Werner) 

NON-VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  None
VOTING MEMBERS ABSENT:  Laveta Hardish
NON-VOTING MEMBERS ABSENT:  Andy Pickard (FHWA) and SMPC
OTHERS PRESENT:  Christopher Bolt, Pat Karr and Andrew Tilma

Vice-Chair Kline called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m. in the Council Room at Springfield City Hall, 601
Avenue A, Springfield, MI 49037.

ROLL CALL

A quorum was present (see above for voting members present) and introductions were conducted for the benefit
of all in attendance.  As a result of the November 8, 2016 elections, two new township supervisors were welcomed
to the Policy Committee.  Mr. Adam Heikkila will represent the Charter Township of Bedford and Mr. Dave
Morgan will represent the Charter Township of Pennfield.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

It was moved by Buller, supported by Owens, to approve the agenda with the addition of Item 7.G.
Resolution of Appreciation for Tom Sprau, out-going Policy Committee chair.  MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY.

Res.
16-46

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Vice-Chair Kline opened the public hearing for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  There being no public in
attendance at the beginning of the meeting, she then closed the public hearing.  There were no general public
comments either at this point in the meeting.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

It was moved by Buller, supported by Dionise, to approve the minutes of the October 26, 2016 meeting, as
presented, subject to any additions, corrections or changes.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Res.
16-47

COMMUNICATIONS

Karr reported the following items of communication:
# The pass-through agreement for the 5303 Transit Planning funds has been completed with the City of Battle

Creek and has been provided to MDOT.  The work on the study can now proceed through Battle Creek
Transit. 

# Information was provided to the Committee members about a MDOT website with helpful information for
dealing with transportation topics that can be misconceived by the public.  The site has “Reality Check”
information sheets on a variety of topics.  A sample information sheet about sign replacement was distributed.
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# The auditor was at the BCATS’ office at the end of October.  Karr has been working with her ever since on
finalizing the materials for the FY 2016 audit.  Based on the internal schedule for the audit firm, it is unknown
if the final audit document will be a December 2016 or January 2017 action item for the Policy Committee.

# Karr attended a meeting on November 17th held by the BC Vision effort in regard to transportation issues.
Calhoun County representatives were there also to discuss their efforts in evaluating transit service options
outside of the Battle Creek Transit service area. 

# Karr is working on the annual list of obligated projects report, which will be completed in December.

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS

A. FY 2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Amendment #1 
Tilma reviewed this item with the Committee and indicated that there are five items included in the
proposed amendment.  He reviewed the nature of each of the five changes for the amendment.  Tilma also
noted that public notice of the amendment was published in the Battle Creek Enquirer on November 10th.
The published notice also included information about the BCATS 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.
Tilma stated that the Technical Committee reviewed these changes and recommended approval by the
Policy Committee.

It was moved by Burdett, supported by Lanum, to approve Amendment #1 to the FY 2017-2020
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), as presented.  MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY.

Res.
16-48

B. 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan & Adopting Resolution  
Karr provided an overview of the project, which has been on-going.  Additional material related to the
final plan was distributed.  Karr highlighted the Financial Constraint table from the financial  chapter and
the project list of recommended improvements, two key parts of the Plan update.

Tilma reviewed information about the project list for the Plan as well as projects that will be included on
an “illustrative list” and not included in the financial constraint considerations.  Karr indicated that
Technical Committee recommended Policy Committee approval of the 2040 Metropolitan Transportation
Plan.  She indicated that the action today would approve the plan and  the adopting resolution associated
with the Plan. 

It was moved by Frisbie, supported by Owens, to approve 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan
and Adopting Resolution, with the understanding that staff will be finalizing the materials for the
document before submission to the funding sources.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Res.
16-49

C. Appointment of Nominating Committee for 2017 Policy Committee Officers
Kline asked Steve Buller and Harry Burdett to serve on the Nominating Committee and to present a slate
of officers for the Policy Committee for calendar year 2017.  They both agreed to serve and were tasked
with providing a recommendation to the BCATS staff office by December 14th.  
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D. National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month Resolution
Karr read the proposed resolution into the record to recognize December, 2016 as National Drunk and
Drugged Driving Prevention Month and December 18, 2016 to January 3, 2017 as “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over” National Mobilization time period.

It was moved by Frisbie, supported by Owens, to adopt the National Drunk and Drugged Driving
Prevention Month December 2016 and December 18, 2016 to January 3, 2017 “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over” National Mobilization resolution, as presented.  MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY.

Res.
16-50

E.   Health Insurance for FY 2017
1).  Health insurance and HSA Accounts

Karr referred to the memo provided as background information for this item.  She discussed the
current insurance provisions and indicated that the rates have increased by 12% for 2017 over 2016.
She reported that the City of Battle Creek is making several changes to the plans offered and they are
working with all of their employee bargaining groups regarding a variety of changes to how the
insurance will be administered for each of those groups.

It was moved by Owens, supported by Frisbie, to accept the recommendation to maintain the
status quo relative to the structure of health insurance for BCATS’ employees, including
providing $2,000 of the deductible to employee HSA accounts for 2017, to be paid into the
accounts in January, 2017, with the notation that this is a one year decision and that the
structure for the health insurance will be re-evaluated next year for 2018.  There was a lot of
discussion about this issue and what other governmental units are doing this year in regard to their
health insurance options.  Karr added that the total cost for BCATS staff for medical insurance under
the recommendation will be within the budget that has been set for this item in the FY 2017 Unified
Work Program.  After additional discussion, the Committee voted on the motion. MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Res.
16-51

2).  Public Act 152 of 2011 Resolution
Karr presented the proposed resolution that would address the issue of reconciling the health
insurance cost total for 2017 with the requirements of Public Act 152 of 2011.

It was moved by Frisbie, supported by Owens, to adopt the resolution regarding Public Act 152
of 2011, as presented.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Res.
16-52

 
F. Letter of Support for Regional Prosperity Committee Funding Application for 2017
 Karr reviewed the request from the Region 8 Prosperity Committee regarding its application for funding

from the State of Michigan for FY 2017 and highlighted the contents of the proposed support letter that
would be signed by Kline.
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It was moved by Buller, supported by Dionise, to authorize a Letter of Support to be signed by the
Vice-Chair relative to the Regional Prosperity Committee Funding Application for 2017, as
presented.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Res.
16-53

G. Resolution of Appreciation for Thomas J. Sprau
Karr noted that this was an added item to the agenda.  Tom Sprau was a valued active member of the
BCATS Policy Committee and served as Policy Committee chairperson since the retirement of long-time
chair Tom Matson.  Karr read the Resolution of Appreciation for Mr. Sprau and asked for Policy
Committee approval of the resolution.

It was moved by Burdett, supported by Buller, to adopt the Resolution of Appreciation for Thomas
J. Sprau, as presented.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Res.
16-54

COMMENTS

A. Next Meeting
Vice-Chair Kline announced that the next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
December 21, 2016, 1:30 p.m. in the City of Springfield Council Chambers.  

B. Committee Member Comments
Karr again welcomed the two new members to the Committee.

Dionise reported on some changes to MDOT’s winter operations this year.  When snowplow warning
lights are being replaced, new legislation allows for those lights to be changed from amber to green.
MDOT will not change out lights until a normal maintenance schedule.  MDOT will be using “towplows”,
additional plows towed behind a snowplow, to expand the width of each truck’s ability to remove snow.
This configuration will be used on the sections of I-94 that are three lanes in width.

Buller asked about the new software being instituted by the County Road Department for the reporting
of road issues.  Kline indicated that the new program will have lots of possibilities for reporting data out
to the public and to governmental units.

C. Public Comments
Christopher Bolt, Managing Director for the Calhoun County and Jackson County Road Departments
reported that the engineering department for the Calhoun County Road Department is nearing full staffing,
with the last vacancy expected to be filled in January.  He indicated that 10% of Calhoun County’s roads
under the jurisdiction of the County were improved in 2016.  This is due in large part to the local funding
participation of Bedford and Pennfield townships.

ADJOURNMENT

Vice-Chair Kline adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m.


